INTRODUCTION

thought has been humanitarian and optimistic. Humanitarian in
the sense that the starting-point of Western thinkers, in Great
Britain, in the United States, and in France, has been the absolute
value of the individual, and hence the equal rights of all individuals.
The high problems of law and government and economics have
thus become centred upon giving to the individual full opportunities
for the development of his personality. . . . For more than a
hundred years, and in some respects for a much longer time, certain
dominant tendencies of German intellectual life have been hostile
to this liberal and Christian way of thought. Long before Hitler,
popular writers in Germany had derided Western humanitarianism,
denied the very conditions under which Western thinkers regarded
improvement as possible, and described as mere foolishness the moral
ideals which the majority of English, French and American writers
had taken for granted. The worship of power, a contempt for
mercy and gentleness, the sacrifice of the individual to the State,
a belief in war as the highest and most ennobling form of human
activity, these were the lessons taught to the younger generation in
Germany, not merely by the Hitler Youth Movement, but by
school teachers in the years before the last war. Moreover, this
reversion to an earlier barbarism was accompanied by a strong belief
that the Germans were a race with a mission to enforce their view
of life upon other peoples. It followed that, in order to further the
increase of German power, every German must subordinate his
existence to the German institutions of State, and that, in order to
increase the power of this State, all means were justified. These
beliefs have been set out and repeated by some of the most honoured
names in Germany; they have been adopted with enthusiasm by
an active minority, embodied in the German educational system,
until several generations in turn have been infected by them and,
in our time, the youth of a whole nation holds these and no other
beliefs.

"Hitler is thus the creature, not the creator, of a German nation-
alism which justifies every bestiality, every act of bad faith practised
in the interests of the increase of the power of the German
State. Hitler, Goering, and their like have been admired
and followed because they spell out in staring letters a theme
which less forceful and less vociferous Germans had adopted for
themselves.

". .. The grim fact remains that the majority of the German
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